
 
 
These four error types account for most of the errors made by ESL writers with a fairly 
high level of English proficiency. (Harris and Silva, 1993) 
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 Verbs

 Inflectional morphology (agreement with nouns in person, number, etc.)

 Verbal forms (participials, infinitives, gerunds)

 Verb complementation (the types of clauses or constructions that must
 follow a particular verb)

 Nouns

 Inflection (especially in terms of singular/plural and count/mass distinc-
 tions)

 Derivation (deriving nouns from other parts of speech), e.g., quick-
 quickness, which often seems quite arbitrary to non-native speakers)

 Articles (related to problems in classifying nouns)

 Use of wrong article

 Missing article

 Use of an article when none is necessary or appropriate

 Prepositions (primarily a result of limited lexical resources)

 Knowing which one goes with a particular noun, verb, adjective, or adverb

 These four error types account for most of the errors made by ESL writers with
 a fairly high level of English proficiency; ESL writers with lower levels of
 proficiency may also exhibit more problems with basic sentence, clause and
 phrase structure-which (when combined with vocabulary limitations) result in
 writing that is very difficult to decipher. Article problems can be important,
 too; that is, they can seriously obscure meaning in some contexts. But they
 generally do not cause readers any serious difficulties, and because they are so
 hard to eradicate, they should not be a high priority for tutors. It might help
 both tutors and ESL writers to think of article problems in writing as akin to a
 slight foreign accent in writing-something that doesn't pose serious difficulties
 and disappears only gradually-if at all.

 When working with the complicated matter of articles and prepositions and
 non-rule-governed matters such as idioms, tutors need some new pedagogies as
 well as guidance for explaining topics not normally discussed in grammar
 handbooks. But, while we can develop an explanation of article use in English,
 such an explanation will not be simple by any means. It would involve making
 sequential decisions about the noun phrase that an article modifies-common
 or proper, count or non-count, singular or plural, definite or indefinite. Then,
 of course, there are the several classes of special cases and the many outright
 exceptions to the rules (Ann Raimes's Grammar Troublespots is helpful here; see
 85-92). ESL writers could understand such explanations-but it's not clear that
 this understanding would translate into greatly improved performance in mak-
 ing correct article decisions while actually writing. Article use can improve
 gradually with increased exposure to English, but it's not realistic to expect that
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Present and past simple tenses 
 
The present simple tense is the basic tense of academic writing. Choose this unless there is 
a good reason to use another tense. Specifically, the present simple is used: 
 
1. To frame a paper. In an introduction, the present simple tense describes what is already 
known about the topic; in a conclusion, the tense says what is now known about the topic 
and what further research is still needed.1 
 

• The nucleus of statehood is situated at the local level. 
 

• The current positive economic trends are still dependent on global dynamics 
and must be further anchored in domestic reforms. 

 
2. to make general statements, conclusions, or interpretations about previous research or 
data, again focusing on what is known now. 
 

• The dichotomy between the modern and pre-modern era is often given 
canonical status. 

 
…and to cite a previous study or finding without mentioning the researcher in the sentence 
(Swales & Feak, 2012, p.344) 
 
Task: Answer these questions about your current reading or research using present perfect forms. 
 
 
What have experts said about your topic? 
 
 
 
 
 
What has created the current situation in your topic? 
 
 
 
 
 
What developments have been made in your topic? 
 
 
 
 

  

																																																								
1	Caplan,	Nigel,	2012.	Grammar	Choices	for	Graduate	and	Professional	Writers,	University	of	Michigan	p.67-72	



  REVIEW: The present, progressive and perfect tenses  

- Use the simple past tense to tell a story and give 
background. 

- Use the present progressive (also known as the 
present continuous) to describe actions that are 
ongoing. 

- Use the present or past perfect to describe actions 
that happened in the past and still have an ongoing 
relationship to now.

Used more oft
en 


when spe
aking t

han 


in acad
emic writing!



  The present perfect tense  

- Students get confused about when to use the simple 
past and when to use the present perfect tense. 

- present progressive (also known as the present 
continuous) and past perfect forms can be even more 
difficult to master… 

- When we are `telling a scientific story´, we can simply 
use the simple past.  It is that simple! 



Bailey, Stephen, 2011. Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students, 3rd. ed., Routledge, Oxon, 
Tenses Ch.3.15 pages 241-243.  ©

present simple

present continuous 

(progressive)

present perfect

past simple
past progressive

past perfect

present perfect 

progressive

future with will





Bailey, Stephen, 2011. Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students,
3rd. ed., Routledge, Oxon, Tenses Ch.3.15 pages 241-243.  ©



www.grammar-monster.com



Grammar in your discipline: Astrophysics
Find an article from your field and read through the introduction. 

Find examples of the following:


 verbs used in the present perfect tense to refer to current research 

 verbs used in the present simple tense to state facts


 Are any conditional clauses used? 
 Are any other verb tenses used?

Caplan, Nigel, 2012. Grammar Choices for Graduate and Professional Writers, University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, p. 131.



Conjunctional Relationships (linking words)

Academic Lab                             Writing up the Results Section  

	

 
 
 
Here are some useful phrases for describing your experiment; 
We wanted to… 
To determine whether... 
The purpose of our experiment was...  
 
Here are some useful phrases for describing figures and graphs; 
Box 4.7 describes figures 1 and 2… 
Table 1.3 provides data about carbon gases... 
This visual illustrates trends... 

 

q Language Focus: Linking Words and Phrases

As demonstrated in Task Seventeen, repetition and linking words and
phrases can help a writer maintain flow and establish clear relationships
between ideas. Table 1 lists some of the more common linking words and
phrases, arranged according to their function and grammatical use. 

TABLE 1. Linking Words and Phrases

1: AN APPROACH TO ACADEMIC WRITING 37

Function

Subordinators
(introduce a

dependent clause
that must be joined

to a complete
sentence)

Sentence Connectors
(introduce a

complete sentence
or independent

clause)

Phrase Linkers
(introduce a noun

phrase)
Addition furthermore

in addition
moreover

in addition to

Adversativity although 
even though
despite the fact 

however
nevertheless

despite
in spite of

Cause and effect because
since

therefore
as a result
consequently
hence
thus1

because of
due to
as a result of

Clarification in other words
that is
i.e.

Contrast while
whereas

in contrast
however
on the other hand
conversely

unlike

Illustration for example
for instance

Intensification on the contrary
as a matter of fact
in fact

1 Note that thus may also be used in non-finite clauses of result, as in this example: A fungus infected the
fruit, thus causing a significant economic loss to the farmers. See Unit Three for further discussion of this
point. 

Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd Edition: Essential Skills and Tasks 
John M. Swales & Christine B. Feak 
http://www.press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.do?id=2173936 
Michigan ELT, 2012

and…

but…

Swales, M. & Feak, C., 2012. Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd ed. Michigan University Press

Cause & effect



Bailey, Stephen, 2015. Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students, Routledge, Oxon.  
(available as E-book at https://www.routledge.com/Academic-Writing-A-Handbook-for-International-Students/Bailey/p/book/9781138048744)



general

specific

Bailey, Stephen, 2015. Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students, Routledge, Oxon.  
(available as E-book at https://www.routledge.com/Academic-Writing-A-Handbook-for-International-Students/Bailey/p/book/9781138048744)





The graviton model is based on the physical principle that gravitons are bosons and thus
should behave like photons in a gravitational field. Gravitons traveling away from a
massive source should lose energy due to gravitational redshift just as observed for
photons. This process takes place for gravitons within galaxies, between galaxies,
and within galactic clusters and throughout the Universe. Taking proper account for
gravitons can go a long way to explain dark matter and even dark energy and orbital
decay of binary stars [41]. This effect use of the graviton model has been
overlooked for nearly a century.



This innovative approach could help scientists explore how the earliest cells may have evolved 
millions of years ago.

It is important to note that there might be objections to some of the distinctions now drawn by 
the law. 

This can be most easily done via electronic media.  

When studying the advantages and disadvantages of learning methods, it may be necessary  
to place learners in artificial situations, in order to observe how they might react to  
different stimuli.

Caplan, Nigel, 2012. Grammar Choices for Graduate and Professional Writers, Michigan University Press, Ann Arbor.

https://www.york.ac.uk/res/elanguages/index/Modulecd/cu4s6/cu4s60401.htm



The scientists also designed liposomes that can  
fuse with each other in a controlled way.

The scientists also designed liposomes that are  
able to fuse with each other in a controlled way.

https://www.york.ac.uk/res/elanguages/index/Modulecd/cu4s6/cu4s60401.htm

If the reaction is positive, this must indicate  
the likelihood that learners will respond well in  
real life.

Caplan, Nigel, 2012. Grammar Choices for Graduate and Professional Writers, Michigan University Press, Ann Arbor.



The scientists also designed liposomes that can  
fuse with each other in a controlled way.

The scientists also designed liposomes that are  
able to fuse with each other in a controlled way.

https://www.york.ac.uk/res/elanguages/index/Modulecd/cu4s6/cu4s60401.htm

If the reaction is positive, this must indicate  
that learners will respond well in  
real life.

Caplan, Nigel, 2012. Grammar Choices for Graduate and Professional Writers, Michigan University Press, Ann Arbor.

If the reaction were positive, this would  
indicate that learners might respond well in  
real life.

The scientists have discovered liposomes that  
might be able to fuse with each other  
in a controlled way.



Reporting verbs
making a claim agreeing disagreeing recommending

argue acknowledge complain advocate

remind us admire contend implore

assert agree deny call for

observe concur disavow encourage

suggest endorse question urge

maintain support repudiate exhort

believe verify reject demand



Lexical signals for supporting your pattern

claim to indicate that your source has stated some 
something as fact (you may disagree)

contend to indicate that you disagree with your source’s opinion

assume to indicate that the source has treated something as a 
fact but you believe it is not

reveal to indicate that the information was previously hidden 
or not widely known

allege to indicate a source makes a claim without proof
imply to indicate that the source says something indirectly

exaggerate to indicate that the source places too much emphasis 
on something

short and long words


